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New genetic group 'could be at risk from 
vCJD' 
 
 
Published Date: 18 December 2008  
By Emily Pykett  
SCIENTISTS have identified a new strain of variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (vCJD) that could affect people 
previously thought not to be at risk, it has been reported. 
In Britain, 164 people have died from vCJD, which originally came from cows infected with BSE and was 
first diagnosed in the 1990s. All victims shared a certain gene make-up that is common to 40 per cent of the 
population. 
 
Last night, it emerged that the first diagnosis had been made in a person who has a different genetic sequence. 
 
Professor Chris Higgins, who chairs the government's spongiform encephalopathy advisory committee, said 
the discovery meant a much larger number of people were potentially at risk. 
 
However, confirmation can only be made through extremely aggressive procedures such as brain biopsies. 
 
The Department of Health monitors vCJD cases through the National CJD Surveillance Unit in Edinburgh. 
Blood tests to identify vCJD are undergoing clinical trials and could be available within 18 months.  
 
Campaigners have been calling on the government to speed up blood screening tests and make public reports 
that may identify who was responsible for the whole BSE fiasco.  
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