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SaBTO recommends P-Capt prion
reduction filter to remove vCJD
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23 November 2009

ProMetic Life Sciences Inc and MacoPharma have
announced that the Advisory Committee on the
Safety of Blood, Tissues and Organs (SaBTO) is
advising the use of the prion reduction filter to
treat red blood cells destined for children born
since 1 January 1996.

Used to ‘clean’ blood prior to use, the P-Capt prion reduction filter
removes the prion responsible for variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease
(vCJID). SaBTO also suggested that the requirement for prion filtration
should be reviewed in the event that further data on vCJD prevelance or
filter efficiency becomes available.

The SaBTO recommendation to use the P-Capt prion reduction filter is
subject to the satisfactory completion of the PRISM study. This multi-
centre, 540 patient, clinical trial initiated in 2007 is evaluating the safety of
P-Capt filtered red cells and is scheduled to conclude early next year.
PRISM is the third clinical study conducted on P-Capt filtered red cells and
follows two separate human trials conducted by ProMetic / MacoPharma
and the Irish Blood Transfusion Service, which both demonstrated that the
P-Capt prion reduction filter successfully met all safety requirements with
no adverse events.

Iwona Walicka, project manager of MacoPharma said: “The SaBTO
recommendation states that there is 'now sufficient evidence that P-Capt
reduces infectivity' and as such it is an important independent
endorsement of the efficacy of the filter. 1.8 million blood units are
donated in England each year and yet we have no idea how many blood
donors are incubating the vCJD prion, which can lie dormant for decades.
What we do know for sure is that vCJD is a devastating disease for which
there is no cure and that it can be transmitted by transfusion of infected

The P-Capt prion reduction filter removes the
prion responsible for variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob
disease (vCJD) in red blood cells
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Membrane technology: Quality water in
unique locations

Improvements in RO membrane elements have
provided a threefold increase in the amount of
treated water per element while reducing energy
costs in desalination and water purification
projects around the world. Currently,
desalination plants with Dow Water & Process
Solutions technology enable more than 218
million gallons of freshwater to be produced
every day.

Membrane separation processes in the bulk
chemicals industry

As membranes become more common in every
aspect of the filtration industry, Ken Sutherland
examines the bulk chemicals and
petrochemicals industrial sector to see how
membrane separation processes are involved.
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blood/blood products. P-Capt has been extensively and independently
tested for three years: it works (99.9% or greater of reduction efficacy), it's
safe and it's available now. Its adoption makes sense: because everyone
has a right to safe blood.”
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Vena cava filter from Crux Biomedical
awarded US patent

Crux Biomedical Inc has designed the Crux IVC
filter to trap blood clots which can lead to
pulmonary embolisms (PE), a blockage of the
main artery of the lung.

Performance of new membrane material

To match the series of articles appearing
through 2009 in Filtration + Separation covering
separation equipment, Ken Sutherland looks at
recent developments in the key component of
filtration equipment, namely the various types of
filter media. His examination includes ceramics,
nonwovens and polymeric membranes and their
place in future industry.

UV disinfection systems receive additional
validation

The Berson InLine+ series of UV water
disinfection systems is now fully validated in
accordance with the USEPA UV Disinfection
Guidance Manual (UVDGM).
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